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COUNTRY: Hungary #\ January 1957

OB in Hungary

a.

The regiment was located at the Sallal Caserne, three
kilometers north of Véc (N 47-46, E 19-08), near the main
rallway line. The CO of this regiment
was Major Istvé rencser, signal branch.

Prior to 5 October 1956, this regiment had two independent
signal battalions, the Q44T7th Signal Battalion and the
9002nd Signal Battalion. These two battalionswere
subordinate to the Signal Group Directorate of the Ministry
of Defense (Honvédelmi Minisztériumnak a Hiradd Csoport
F8n8ksége) in Budapest. |
after 5 October 1956, thi 1 regiment was made
subordinate to an unidentified non-Hungarian corps of the
Warsaw Pact Forces. ’ .

In October 1956, the estimated strength of this signal
regiment was 90 officers and 450 EM.

the regiment had been undergoing a reorganization since
5 October, and that the reorganization was not completed
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' on 4 November 1954
the regiment had the following components:

(1) One Radio Battalion (radio zhszldaljy). consisting of
three companiles. 25X1

(2) One Switchboard Battalion (k8zpont zészléalj) consisting
of two companies. Most of the personnel were teletype

operators. 25X1

(3) One Signal Wire Battalion*?consisting of three or four
companies.

(.
(4) One Provisional (felallandds) Signal Wire Company.
(5) One Special (kUl8nleges) Company composed of radiomen,
couriers, and code signal men. This company was not
filled to its authorized strength.

d. 1In October 1956, this regiment had the following items of
equipment | 25X1

(1) Seven R-50 Soviet-type radios.
(2) R-7, R-10, R-20, R-30. indJT-ud Soviet-type radios

25X1
(3) Thirty NEV Hungarian-type general purpose recelvers,
(4) Soviet-type magnetophones, Hungarian-type telephones
and teleph - e telephone switch- 25X1
boards

(5) Thirty Soviet-type HTG-1, ST 35, and Siemens STG-1
and STG-2 teletype machines.

(6) Soviet-type teletvpe switchhoards | 25X1
|

(7) Approximately 500 Vippon, Csepel 350-D, ZIS-151, and
radio trucks. 25X1

€. Training at this regiment included very superficial
small arms training. Most of the training was in signal
communication, use of signal equipment, and general troop
communication organization within the regiment.

\the following information about an 25X1
unddentified signal regiment (Budapesti hiradéezred)which, in

September 1956, was located at the Petdfi Caserne on Budadrsi
Street in Budapest:

a. This gignal regiment, located in the same installation as
the Maté Zalka Signal OCS (see paragraph 4), was subordinate
to the Ministry of Defense (Honvedelmi Miniszterium).
\ Lieutenant Colonel Mdric (fnu), 25X1
signal branch, was the CO of this regiment.
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b. | | the Signal 0OCS 25X1
located in this same installation, approximately the same
types. and an . of equipment in the area. of this regiment
as the regiment in Vdc (see paragraph 1-d). 25X1
(1) Approximately 16 RAS-UKW S -tvpe radios on Vippon,
Csepel three-ton, ZIS, and trucks. 25X1
(2) Twelve to 14 Hungarian-type decimetric radios.
(3) Direction rinders\
25X1
‘unidentified signal regiment in DebreceT
‘this regiment was subordinate to
€ Signal Group DiIrectorate of the Ministry of Defense in
Budapest.
The M4té Zalka Signal OCS
25X1

a.,

The M4té Zalka Signal 0CS, located at the Petdfi Caserne

on Budadrsi Street in Budapest prior to 5 September 1956,

was subordinate to the Group Directorate of/the Educational

Institutes of the Minlstry of Defense (Honvédelmi

Minisztériumi Tanintézetek Csoport Féndksege) 1n‘Budapest. 251
In .

September 1956, Lieutenant Colonel Istvdn Susa, signal

branch, was the CO. On 5 September 1956 this OCS was

transferred to the Tancsics Engineer 0CS Caserne (Tancsics

Miszaki Laktanya) in Szent Endre (N 47-40, E 19-05).

In September 1956 _ the 25X1
strength of this OCS was as folloms: 61 graduate (three-
year) signal OCS officers, 11 graduate (three year)
signal-railroad (vasuti tiszt) OCS officers, 18 graduate
(three year) signal-technical OCS officers (hiradd milszaki
tiszt), 78 (two year) signal cadets (hiradds ndvendék),
nine (two* year)isigrual-railroad cadets (vasuti ndvendék)
21 (two year) signal-technical cadets (hiradd miiszaki
n8vendék¥, 68 (one year) signal cadets, seven (one year)
signal-railroad cadets, and 25 (one year) signal-technical
cadets.

This OCS consisted of four companies. The 1lst Company
was made up of the 61 graduate signal officers; the

2nd Company was made up of all signal-raillroad graduates
and cadets; the 3rd Comﬁany was made up of all two-year
slgnal cadets; and the 4th Company was made up of all
one-year signal cadets.
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d. Major items of equipment at this OCS were similar in type
and number to those of the signal regiment in V&c (see
paragraph 1-d).

New Soviet Equipment

5. On 22 August 1956, all three-year cadets of the 25X1
M&t€ Zalka Signal n Budapest were taken to the Zrinyi
Officers' Academy in Budapest. Here instructors demonstrated

to the OCS cadets the 25X1
manufactured in 1956,

a. R-101, R-102, R-103, and R-104 Soviet radios. The
instructor stated that these radlos were intended to replace
all other Soviet radios, e.g., the R-50, R-40, and R-30
radios, and that these new types would be issued to
Hungarian and Soviet units at the beginning of 1957. These
new s€ts were much lighter and much easier to operate;
however, according to the instructor, they were as efficient
as the old radios.

b. One 72-t6n, flat turtle-shaped Soviet tank with 152 mm Gun.

¢. One Soviet amphiblous ten-ton capacity truck, hermetically
sealed, with the same type of engine as the ZIB-150.

d. One Sovlet 160 mm Mortar.

e. One pair of Soviet, infra-red binoculars with a range of
200,meters.

Miscellaneous Training, Lectures, and Directives

6. While on a field exercise in March 1955, | 25X1
cadets from the Signal OCS were Instructed in the use of
decontaminating equipment and clothing against chemical and
atomic agents.

7. During a lecture in March 1955, the instructor showed the cadets
photographs of al |atomic cannon. The instructor said this 25X1
cannon weighed 60 tons, the barrel was 12.7 meters long, and
1t had an effective range of 60 to 80 kilometers.

8. According to a directive issued by the Ministry of Defense,
after March 1955, all field exercises of Hungarian units were
to be held under simulated atomic warfare conditions. This
meant that defensive and precautionary measures were to be
taken before and during field exercises., Signal units complied
with this directive by taking special precautions in the
malntenance and protection of signal equipment.

9. According to another directive 1ssued by the Ministry of
Defense in March 1955, at least 50 percent of all field
exerclses of the Hungarian Army were to be held at night.

10. | | unspecified biological 25X1

warfare weapons were in the possession of the Communist
armies; however, apparently not much importance was attached
to these weapons by the instructors. ¢ i I Ut .

T -
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Above-service-age civilians in Budapest had to attend a six-
weeks course of instruction in evacuation, fire-fighting,
and first aid in case of war.

In the curriculum of trade schools in Hungary
training in the use of small arms and partisan warfare was
included.

Once every year all soldlers of the Hungarian army and all
civilians working for the army were inoculated against typhoid,
tetanus, and paratyphoid.

Events During the Hungarian Revolution

On the morning of 23 October 1956, \
\

LTﬁKIIIE“C“Jseveral indications of a revolution. In front
o n Caserne, labor service units armed with
PPSh's and carbines. ormerly, these units had been performing

construction work. |

On 25 October 1956, c¢ivilian and military revolutionary
councils were formed in Vic. Dr. Kristof (fnu) was head of
the civillian revolutionary council and MaJjor Imre K8rnyei was
head of the military revolutionary council. The military
revolutionary councll demoted the CO of the Vdec signal
regliment and restricted him and his family to the caserne.

On 26 October 1956, about 300 men and officers of the Vdc
signal regiment, armed with rifles and carbines, marched to
the city Jail. All the former inmates stood in front of the
Jail, and the building was held by approximately 15 AVH men
armed with eight to ten unidentified Soviet machine guns and
PPSh SMG's. One AVH man fired a shot from the bullding and
hit a civlilian standing outside. The soldiers of the signal

. regiment surrounded the building and prepared to attack. The

AVH men were overpowered and their weapons were confiscated
and distributed to the voluntarily-formed civilian militia
(nemzet8rs€g). The AVH men were taken to Marko Street in
Budapest, where all AVH men were heid.

From 3 November to 8 November 1956, @ |about 18
young men and boys armed with PPSh SMG's, one 7.62 mm DT tank
MG, and one 7.62 mm LMG, fought Soviet tanks in Budapest.
\ 'group usually followed this technique: wusing a
rifle, they shot the machine gunner of a T-34 tank from the
second or third floor of a house, then tossed a bottle of gasoline
on the tank. Another grour from a house across the street
thennthrew a hdrdtgegndderoncthe "tank.  Ih this way; ]
groupcdessroyedionecand damaged eightcor nine T-34

s, lawegbdneas anshot ~oame from a

house, Soviet tanks started machine gunning the house.
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18. On 12 November 1956,‘ ‘
Approximately 3,000
ungarian cers atvten e meeting, and all were requested
to Join the new officers' regiments which were supporting the
Kadar government. about 200 fficers refused

to Join. reported to the CO in Vdc, who ordered
to ag supvort the Kadar regime. |

most of the Junlor officers and EM a
regiment in Vdc requested and received their discharges from
the service.

Information About the Hungarian Revolutilon

19. there were approximately 80,000 to 100,000
dead as a result of the revolution.
approximately 10,000 to 12,000 houses in Budapest had been
destroyed.

20. | | there were many
rebel military units in Borsdd province, and that Major General
Maleter and Brigadier General Kiraly, deputy, were in the
Bakony Mountains (N 47-15, E 17-50) with approximately 6,000
freedom fighters. )

21. | | most
people 1iIn Hungary were convinced that they would receive some
kind of extensive aid from the West by 7 November 1956,

S8-E-C~R~-E-T
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